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11God Rejects Saul as King
Key Theme
• God judges sin.

Key Passages
• 1 Samuel 13:1–15, 15:1–34, 16:14; John 14:15

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• Describe how Saul disobeyed God.

• Identify the consequences of Saul’s disobedience.

Lesson Overview

COME ON IN

Come On In
Students will place a bookmark at 1 Samuel 13, 15, 16, and John 14.
Students will practice the memory verse using the Memory Verse Strips.

  Cut paper into strips for each student to mark 
today’s study passages.

  Print and cut out the Memory Verse Strips from 
the Resource DVD–ROM for each student. Put 
complete sets into envelopes or small plastic bags.

STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word page 4

Saul repeatedly chose to disobey God and do things his own way. As a result, God rejected him as 
king over Israel. Th e Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and Samuel no longer came to see him. 
God desired Saul’s obedience more than sacrifi ce, just as He desires obedience from us.

  Study the Prepare to Share section.

  Go Before the Th rone.

  Read through 1 Samuel 13–16.

ACTIVITY–ADULT

Activity: Getting to the Root page 7

Th e students will compare Saul’s disobedience in both accounts covered in the lesson, and they 
will examine some of the possible motives for his sin. Understanding the root issues behind sin 
allows us to battle and put to death the sin in our lives.

  Student Guides   Pencils
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PREPARE TO SHARE

Prepare to Share 
ScrIptural BacKGrounD

Before you begin to prepare for your lesson this 
week, please prepare your heart and mind by reading 
1 Samuel 13:1–15 and 15:10–31. Prior to this account, 
the people had demanded a king so they could be like 
the other nations (1 Samuel 8:5). God demands that 
His people worship Him alone as king; He will not 
share His glory with another (Isaiah 42:8). In demand-
ing a man-king, the people were rejecting God and 
His kingship. God warned them that life would not be 
easy for them under worldly kings, but they would not 
listen. Now Israel was to be under human kings for the 
next 400 years. Saul was chosen by God to be the fi rst 
king of Israel (1 Samuel 9:17). 

Our passage today in 1 Samuel 13 picks up two 
years after Saul became the king. Israel was afraid 
of the multitude of Philistines who seemed about to 
attack. Saul was in Gilgal, and the people with him 
were trembling with fear (1 Samuel 13:7). Saul felt the 
need to offer a burnt offering to request the Lord’s pro-
tection in the coming confl ict. However, Samuel, as 
the Lord’s priest and prophet to Israel, had told Saul to 
wait for him seven days (1 Samuel 10:8), and Samuel 
had not yet arrived. 

Disregarding Samuel’s instructions, Saul decided 
that it would be better to offer the sacrifi ces himself 
rather than to wait for Samuel (1 Samuel 13:9). This 
might appear reasonable. Saul was apparently seek-
ing to honor the Lord and seek His protection, and the 
the people were scattering from him (1 Samuel 13:11). 
However, when Samuel arrived, he made it clear that 
Saul had acted foolishly (1 Samuel 13:13). Saul had not 
obeyed the Lord. In spite of what Saul perceived as real, 
imminent danger, he should have obeyed and trusted 
God to prevail. The anxiety and concern Saul felt over 
the Philistines was the product of his lack of trust in 
God, which led to his disobedience. And we will see 

that God’s priority is always a trusting, obedient heart, 
not the outward performance of religious duty.

Saul continued to establish his reign over Israel. 
He fought against his enemies on every side (1 Samuel 
14:47–48). He had not, however, learned the lesson 
of obedience to the God and Creator of all things. The 
events of 1 Samuel 15 show again Saul’s tendency to 
trust his own judgment rather than to obey God. In this 
chapter, Israel fought against and defeated the Ama-
lekites. God had clearly commanded Saul to destroy 
all of that tribe, including women, children, and live-
stock (1 Samuel 15:3). But again Saul considered his 
own wisdom above God’s wisdom. In disobedience to 
God’s direct command, Saul kept the king and the best 
of the livestock alive, presumably for the purpose of 
showing off the defeated king and making sacrifi ces to 
God (1 Samuel 15:15). Samuel confronted Saul again 
with God’s priority, declaring plainly that God desires 
obedience from His people more than even the sacri-
fi ces that are meant to honor Him (1 Samuel 15:22). 
Saul not only disobeyed, but as king, he also set an 
example for the people of Israel that God would not 
tolerate trusting self as opposed to trusting God. 

Saul suffered severe consequences for his disobe-
dience. The Lord rejected him from being king over 
Israel (1 Samuel 15:26). The Lord promised that the 
kingdom of Israel would be taken from him and given 
to a neighbor who was better than he (1 Samuel 13:14, 
15:28). Saul would no longer benefi t from the wise 
counsel of Samuel, his friend and God’s prophet and 
priest (1 Samuel 15:35). The Spirit of the Lord departed 
from Saul, and a distressing spirit from the Lord trou-
bled him (1 Samuel 16:14). 

As we consider the life of Saul and his failure to 
trust and obey God, we know that the unchanging 
God still demands obedience from His people. In very 
simple terms, John 14:15 states this critical biblical 
principle: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” 
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A heart that loves God will produce a life that keeps 
His commands—not perfectly, but characteristically.

HIStorIcal/apoloGetIcS 
BacKGrounD

Saul did not realize several things that God 
intended to accomplish in the commands that He 
gave. God intended to show the glory of His guardian-
ship of the nation of Israel by the complete destruc-
tion of the Amalekites, who had treacherously harried 
the Israelites after God had delivered them from Egypt 
(Exodus 17:8–16). This may seem harsh to us, but God 
intended a particular display in history of His com-
plete and jealous protection of His people, Israel. 

Furthermore, God designed Israel’s history to pre-
pare the way for the coming Messiah, Jesus. Jesus alone 
may carry the offi ces of prophet (His words carry God’s 
authority—Matthew 17:5), priest (He offered Himself 
for our sins—Hebrews 7:26–27), and king (He is the 
King of kings—Revelation 19:16). Saul’s presumption 
in performing the role of priest in the sacrifi ce at Gilgal 
was contrary to God’s purpose to preserve the honor of 
His Son, who alone is worthy of all of these offi ces. It is 
true that Saul may not have understood God’s purposes 
fully, and in that regard, we may fi nd ourselves sympa-
thizing with him. However, the issue that is inescap-
able is that of simple obedience.

We fi nd ourselves quite often without the ability to 
see how things will turn out—in situations that make 
obedience to God seem impractical or (to our minds) 
impossible. Yet God clearly calls us to obey, and He 
commands us to obey even (or especially!) when we 
cannot discern how that obedience will either benefi t 
us or glorify God. Seen in the proper perspective, such a 
situation is precisely when our trust in God can be fully 
displayed. It is far easier to obey God when the benefi t 
of obedience is clear. Such obedience coincides with 
self-interest. In the book of Job, Satan accused Job of 

obeying God, not because he loved and trusted Him, 
but because Job saw that it was in his own best interest 
to obey (Job 1:9–11). Of course, Job continued to wor-
ship God even after everything was taken from him, 
giving us an example to follow.

The heart that truly loves and trusts God will act in 
obedience simply because it accepts that God is good 
and His commands are right, regardless of the apparent 
outcome. Such obedience demonstrates a heart that 
believes that God does not need to explain Himself—
that whatever He commands is good. In that kind of 
obedience and trust, God is glorifi ed. 

In the end, a disposition of the heart to love God 
inclines us to honor Him with our obedience, and it 
is that kind of heart that God seeks. Saul’s heart was 
inclined to obey God in the way that Saul thought best, 
rather than to unconditionally trust that God’s com-
mands were good. We must be careful not to repeat 
Saul’s mistake. 

For more information on this topic, see the Online 
Resource Page.

BEFORE THE THRONE

BeFore tHe tHrone

Precious Redeemer and Living Word, thank you 
for providing such a great salvation. How I long 
for the day when you rule as King. In the mean-
time, help me and my students to grasp that you 
desire our obedience above any sacrifi ce we can 
bring. Convict us through your Word that we 
would choose your way over ours—your way, 
according to your holy Word. Holy God, for the 
students in my class that don’t know you as Lord, 
please convict them of their sins so they would 
become truly repentant and long for the forgive-
ness and the love of the Savior.
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Review
As we left the Israelites last week, they had 
asked God for a king—setting Saul on the 
throne in place of God. Just as God told 
them, the earthly king, a man with a sinful 
nature, would not live up to God’s 

standard. He would soon follow the ways of 
the world rather than the ways of God. Our 
lesson today picks up 
shortly after Saul was 
crowned king.

COME ON IN

come on In

As students arrive . . .

• Th ey will mark their Bibles at 1 Samuel 13, 15, 16, and John 14.

• Th ey will practice the memory verse using the Memory Verse Strips.

 
STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word
reaD tHe WorD

Let’s read 1 Samuel 13:1–15 together. Have 2–3 students read the passage aloud.

examIne tHe WorD
observe the text

 ü How long had Saul been reigning? Two years.

 ü Who was threatening the Israelites and why? The Philistines were preparing to 
attack Israel because of an attack Jonathan led against them.

 ü Who was Jonathan? Saul’s son.

 ü What apparent contradiction appears in verses 3 and 4, and how can we 
resolve it? Verse 3 says that Jonathan attacked the Philistines, but verse 4 says Saul attacked 
them. Since Saul was the king, Jonathan acting on his behalf could be understood as an action of 
Saul. We might say that the President attacked Iraq, but we understand that the army did it, acting 
under the President’s authority. 

 ü How did the people respond to the threat? Some of them hid, some fl ed across the 
Jordan, and others stayed with Saul at Gilgal in fear (vv. 6–7).

 ü Why was Saul in Gilgal? Samuel had told him to go there and wait for seven days, at which 
time sacrifi ces would be off ered.

 ➤ Write on 
the board, “What 
is the root of 
disobedience?” 

1 Samuel 13:1–15

 ➤ Students should 
understand that 
the Bible contains 
no contradictions; 
all apparent 
contradictions 
have reasonable 
explanations.
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Exactly where this command came from is not clear. Some commentators 
connect this back to Saul’s anointing in 1 Samuel 10:8 where Samuel tells 
him to go to Gilgal and wait for seven days. However, it would seem that 
two years had passed since that command. Also, Saul did go to Gilgal 
shortly after he was anointed, and there was a coronation ceremony held 
and described in 1 Samuel 11:14–15. This should be a reminder to us 
that the study notes and commentaries that we have access to are not 
inspired—they are often helpful, but not inspired as the text itself is.

 ü When Samuel didn’t show up, what did Saul do? He offered a burnt offering to 
the Lord.

 ü What was Samuel’s response as Saul greeted him? He asked Saul what he had done.

 ü How did Saul respond? He tried to justify his actions and said that he was compelled to 
make the offerings in light of the impending attack.

 ü How did Samuel respond? He said Saul had acted foolishly and had violated the 
command of God.

 ü What were the consequences of Saul’s disobedience? His kingdom would not 
continue, and another king would be established.

 ü What kind of king was God seeking? One with a heart like God’s own, who would obey 
the Lord.

 ü Was Saul acting by faith or by sight when he offered the sacrifices? Verse 11 
says, “When I saw,” so he was focusing on his circumstances rather than exercising faith in God.

Discover the truth

As the prophet and priest of God, Samuel had instructed Saul as to how 
God would have him act. Saul had a choice: he could wait for Samuel to 
come and offer the sacrifices, or Saul could do things in his own way and 
in his own timing.

Saul did things his own way and God judged his sin. Flip ahead to 1 
Samuel 16:14 (pause for the students to turn there). Here, you also see that God 
sent a distressing spirit to torment Saul as the Spirit of the Lord left him. 
Have someone read the verse.

 ü What general word could we use to describe Saul’s sin? Disobedience.

In our activity today, we will make some connections between this 
account and the next one we will be looking at, and 
then we will examine some of Saul’s possible motives.

reaD tHe WorD

We are going to skip over the end of chapter 13 and all of 14 where more 
battles are described. I would encourage you to go back at some point 
during the week and read that section.

 ➤ Remember, 
study notes and 
commentaries are 
not inspired by God.

1 Samuel 16:14

 ➤ If time is short, 
summarize the 
command given to 
Saul in 15:1–9 and 
read from there.
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As we move to chapter 15, we are about to enter into another battle 
Saul fought. This took place shortly after the last section, but we don’t 
know exactly how much time passed between the two. Have someone read the 
passage aloud.

examIne tHe WorD

observe the text

 ü What did God command Saul to do? He was to utterly destroy the Amalekites and all 
of their livestock.

 ü What did Saul actually do? He kept King Agag alive and the best of the flocks, bringing 
them back to Gilgal.

 ü How did Samuel know about what happened? God revealed it to him.

 ü What is misleading about Saul’s address to Samuel in verse 13? He said he had 
fulfilled the command, but he had not.

 ü When Samuel asked about the sounds he was hearing, how did Saul 
respond? He shifted the blame to the people for bringing back the best animals for a sacrifice. 
He did this again in verse 21.

 ü What do we learn about God’s view of obedience in verse 22? He desires 
obedience more than sacrifices.

 ü What consequence did Saul face for his actions? The kingdom was to be removed 
from him, as he had already been told in chapter 13. This is an example of a prophet announcing 
judgment on an individual.

 ü How did Samuel complete the task Saul was sent to accomplish? Samuel 
killed Agag.

 ü What connection to our account do you see in John 14:15? Have someone read 
the verse. Obeying the Lord is a sign of our love for Him. Saul demonstrated that he was not willing 
to obey God’s commands and therefore did not love God.

Discover the truth

Saul was given a command, and he was responsible for carrying it out. 
However, he chose to shift the blame when he was confronted with his 
sin, and he tried to justify what he had done as honorable. Offering a 
sacrifice to God was a good thing, but not if it was done through sinful 
actions. Covering up sin with an act of worship does not fool God.

As with the last account, we can identify Saul’s sin as disobedience. But 
disobedience is a very broad term. We are going to do 
an activity to help us get at the root of Saul’s sin—and 
some of our own as well.

1 Samuel 15:1–34

 ➤ Refer to the 
Roles of the 
Prophets poster and 
point out Samuel’s 
role in announcing 
judgment on Saul.

John 14:15
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Getting to the Root
materIalS
 Student Guides
 Pencils

InStructIonS
If you want to effi  ciently and decisively solve 
a problem, it helps to know its source. As we 
seek to be more like Christ by putting sin to 
death, we will be much more eff ective if we 
can get to the root of our sin, instead of just 
dealing with the symptoms—the bad fruit.

Answer the questions on the Getting to the 
Root activity in your Student Guides. We’ll 
discuss them in a few minutes. Walk around the 
room, helping students who are having diffi  culties.

connect to tHe trutH
Let’s talk about this idea of getting to 
the root of a sin. Now, the amount of 
information we have from the text is limited, 
but I think you can get the gist of the process 
of trying to be more specifi c in dealing with 
the root issues of the sin Saul demonstrated.

1. From the accounts in 1 Samuel 13 and 15 
what actions did Saul commit that were sin 
against God? He off ered the sacrifi ce without waiting for 
Samuel; he did not kill King Agag; he allowed the people to 
bring back the best of the livestock of the Amalekites.

2. What common term could be applied to 
both of these situations? Disobedience.

3. Look at the account in chapter 13. What 
do you know about Saul’s motives for 
off ering the sacrifi ce? He saw that the fearful people 
were scattering from him, that Samuel hadn’t shown 
up within the seven days, and that the Philistines were 
gathering against him. So he felt compelled to off er the 
sacrifi ce. He was not trusting and obeying God’s plan, so he 
took matters into his own hands.

4. Whom did Saul fear more than God? It 
seems he was more afraid of the Philistines than God.

5. Look at the account in chapter 15. In verse 
24, what did Saul reveal about his motive for 
saving the livestock? He said he was afraid of the 
people, possibly wanting to gain their favor, so he let them 
take the livestock that was supposed to be destroyed.

6. What motive might have caused Saul to 
keep King Agag alive and bring him back to 
Gilgal? He may have wanted to show everyone that he 
had conquered this king, so his pride was leading him to sin 
against God, seeking the approval of men rather than God.

7. What connection can you make among 
these three sinful manifestations? What 
might be at the root of Saul’s disobedience? 
In all three cases, he seems to have feared man and sought 
the approval of the people rather than fearing God and 
seeking His approval. He feared man rather than God. 
Proverbs 29:25 says, “The fear of man brings a snare, but 
whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe.” John 12:42–43 and 
Luke 12:4–5 also address this issue.

8. If you were off ering counsel to a friend with 
similar sinful attitudes, how would you help 
him pinpoint his sin in order to repent and 
correct his behavior? Would this be more 
helpful to him than simply saying, “Stop being 
disobedient”? Once your friend understands that he 
fears people more than God, he can start recognizing when 
he is tempted to seek the approval of people rather than 
God’s approval. Knowing that this is an area of temptation, 
he can pray specifi cally for God to help him put this sin to 
death. Others around your friend can help him by asking 
specifi c questions and holding him accountable. He could 
memorize specifi c passages of Scripture that would help him 
overcome those temptations to sin.

9. Consider a sin that presents itself 
regularly in your life (lying, anger, slander, 
laziness, covetousness, lust, etc.). How can 
you get to the root of this sin? Encourage the 
students to sincerely think through the root issues behind 
their sins and seek to put those sins to death. There is an 
additional question in the Student 
Guide for them to consider during 
the week.
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APPLY THE WORD

Applying God’s Word
WHat you HearD In tHe WorD

As God called Saul to obey His commands, He calls us to obey His Word. 
God’s character does not change—God is immutable. He expects our 
obedience today as much as He did with Saul. But knowing that God judges 
sin is only part of the gospel. If we stop there, we have forgotten what grace 
and mercy we have in Christ. Surely, there are consequences for our sins, but 
if we have trusted in Christ, we do not face God’s wrath since that has been 
taken for us by Jesus. If we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us and to cleanse us through Christ (1 John 1:8–10).

As we draw on Saul’s life as an example of how not to behave, we must 
also remember that our obedience does not earn favor with God. Christ 
has already obeyed perfectly in our place. Knowing that our righteousness 
is in Christ, we can joyfully obey God and serve Him, trusting in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. And, we know that the Spirit will not leave Christians as 
He left Saul (Ephesians 1:13–14).

GoD’S WorD In tHe real WorlD

 ü What important idea about obedience can you take from this lesson and 
apply in your own life? Discuss various answers, focusing on the idea that we must obey as 
God asks us to, not as we want to.

 ü Would you be more inclined to obey a command of God if it were 
found in the Bible or if you lived in Bible times and a prophet delivered a 

Immutable
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MEMORY VERSE

memory VerSe

1 Samuel 16:7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do 
not look at his appearance or at his physical 
stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord 
does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the 
heart.”

GROUP PRAYER TIME–ADULT

Group prayer tIme

Be sure to pray with your class before you dismiss 
them.

• Th ank God for the examples and warnings He 
gives us in Scripture.

• Praise God for our forgiveness in Christ.

• Ask God for help in identifying and 
overcoming sin in our lives.

message directly to you? We have God’s commands recorded for us in the Bible. We should 
obey the Bible just as if a prophet of God were standing before us delivering a message.

 ü In what ways do you tend to sympathize with Saul’s actions? Why could 
this be a dangerous attitude to cling to? We might think that Saul was trying to do 
the best he could do in the situation, but that attitude can lead us into dangerous compromise. We 
must obey God on His terms, not on ours.

 ü We have talked about how to get to the root of sin. How do you see this 
helping you? It could be applied to our own lives, but it could also be applied to discipling 
children or friends who are struggling with sin issues.

 ü What has this lesson helped you understand about God’s mercy and grace 
through Christ? God is gracious to His children in forgiving us in Christ. The wrath of God 
against our sin has been satisfi ed in Christ. But our sinful actions can still 
have consequences, and God will chastise us as His children when we 
disobey (Hebrews 12:5–17).
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Notes


